
We are already here/Noi ci siamo già

Departure 04:03

Jimmy is speaking about Greta. Off-screen

"I got here in November, 1982.

27 years have passed since then…"

04:14

Jimmy on-screen

"We found this place by looking around. In some way, I was already fond of nature...

You could get up here only on foot…it was a really isolated place…maybe this place was the furthest away in the whole valley. But we liked having found this land that was still virgin, untouched. It still hadn't been touched by the so-called "grey man"…

This land allowed us to develop new environmentally sustainable ideas. Already back then we thought that the world wasn't doing so well and that man was not doing things properly or in the correct way. We saw that there were possibilities here, and so, this adventure began. The closest place to us was an hour and a half away and so we slowly organised ourselves so we would be able to restore the farm and the house, with the help of the animals: the pack horses that helped us."

05:47

Simona speals about Greta

"We first brought our kids on our shoulders and after having been been brought here and back, they learned to walk along the paths and then they came on foot because the road was built only 12 years ago. And if you calculate that the youngest is only 13, even he was born before the road was built so we have always personally faced this problem."

06:30

(Simona continues speaking)

"Its arrival was really something. It really upset everything and initially we didn't want the road to be built because we knew that it would have caused huge environmental changes. But, then, for our internal balance, we tried to look at the positive side to things: we would be able to bring our kids to school. It is really tiring to maintain a road like this, and almost all of it falls on our shoulders. We have very little help from the outside. Often we are blocked in by the snow and no one comes to plow us out. The town hall doesn't help...the road sucks a lot of energy from us."

08:55

Simona speaks

"I am going to put "the mother" for the bread away to be able to make it again next week. I'm off to make the focaccia."

09:28

Jimmy speaks

"This boiler is mounted above the stove. Everyone always talks about using our energy sources and don't really speak of producing new sources of energy. It is mounted above the stove, which is the source of energy we cook with. Here, there are forests and wood in abbundance. This boiler brings the water directly to the sink and uses the heat from the stove so that we don't have to turn on or light another to heat the water. That way we use the energy we produce to cook to also clean the dishes.the heated water also goes to the laundry room". 

10:37 

Jimmy continues

"This is another interesting object in the house; our friends gave us this washing machine with pedals after a bet we had made, because they saw how desparate we were while trying to wash our growing children's diapers. The wash lasts half an hour. Here, this is how it works:

 (11:06) everything that was automatic before has been resolved by using a faucet, which makes it manual; the water comes out here, and it fills the machine…you can set the temperature…then you close the faucet and the machine begins to wash for about twenty minutes. You can go forward or backward.

11:27 This is the motion, and I'll also show you the wahser drum…slowly slowly you have to pedal. You have to pedal slowly or else it will begin the centrifuge, or spin cycle…(11:42) after, you close it again and the rinse cycle is the same as the wash cycle. Afteward, the water is drained, manually of course, and a bit at a time, new water is added and the laundry continues its wash. Then, the clothes are rinsed again…a half an hour and then you take the clothes and hang them up to dry."

12:00

Francesco speaks

"You have to physically be on top of it…"

12:05

"Basically, it's like this. Originally, there was a music stand up here, but by using it so often, it broke…so once, you could sit here and read while you made this motion: you go backward and forward a bit, just like a washing machine but you get to learn while your clothes are washing. This has always been a useful object, especially since we have never had electricity".

13:22

Simona speaks

"These are the solar panels that give us light and a minimum of autonomy; they obviously function with the sun, so there are days in which they accumulate a lot of energy, because we also have an acumulator, or battery, so we don't have to connect to the grid. We are completely autonomous. When the sun is shining, we can use some things like the radio or the drill and when there is cloud cover, we limit our consumption and do other things rather than watch the TV...like read a book."

14:01

Jimmy speaks

"Yes, this was a choice. It shocks us that they want to erect light posts (big light posts) when we decided not to have ENEL install the classic light posts, you know, the ones that all of the normal families have near their homes. We did it so that the land wouldn't be disfigured and to avoid creating a (monetary) imbalance that they didn't deserve. The alternative was this: solar panels. We installed them 15 years after we had come up here. Before we used candles and then oil lamps. the candles were what kept us going…"

14:48

Francesco steps in

"And where did you get the candles?"

14:49

Jimmy answers

"Left over candles! From the churches! There were several good sacristans that kept the candles for us that went out when the devout went to light themC; to make sure that the candles would be re-lighted, someone had to blow them out and they were those candles that were kept aside for us. Those candle stubs were plced in bags and put away. We came by to get them once a month. For years we continued on like this. But, unfortunately, even in the churches the use of candles decreased…they began using small lights in the churches, where you have to insert a coin to light one. So, of the 4 or 5 churches that provided us with candles, we were left with only one…perhaps even that one stopped and then we needed to find a different system to make light. That is why we got solar panels. They produce half a, 500 watts an hour and the whole house is supplied by them. They work really well to light the house. But it is also true that we don't have some utilities in the house: we don't have a fridge, but we don't even need one because it is really cold here in the winter. There is already a natural ice box, maybe a little less in summer…but that's ok."

16:26

Simona speaks

"Over here we have solar panels, and over there on the other side they will build the future 150 meter tall wind turbines that will have a strong visual and environmental impact, especially for the noise pollution. We have been here for 27 years and we didn't erect electric poles to bring electricity to the house and were autonomous instead. And now they are going to build this industrial wind factory. 

16:55 One hundred six decibels...that is what they say that the intensity of the noise will be, like a 103 decibel saw; but a saw can be turned on and off and is used for a few hours at a time…these wind turbines will go night and day. So after 27 years that we have been here, what will we do for another 27 years here…"

17:29

Simona speaks

"We are very much in favour of the small wind turbines and we always have been. Actually, I think that it would be right that anyone with a garden that is big enough should produce their own energy, for themselves and for someone else. But here, we are not talking about putting the wind turbines in ones own back yard, but rather putting them in everyone's backyard for the benefit of the few and certainly not for the good of the citizens but only to the advantage of the multinationals."

18:28

Francesco steps in

"How did your children live with your choice of lifestyle?"

18:37

Simona answered

"For now, they have lived our choice of lifestyle in a positive manner…they are happy here and they are also well integrated in the other part of the world; they are good in school and may actually have a hand up in comparison. As for the industiral wind turbines that they want to install, the children are still young enough and don't yet understand what that will mean for them. But seeing as we are not sure we will be able to stay here, they are worried because regardless of the difficulties they had to endure growing up here, they realise that here they have a treasure that does not exist anywhere else on Earth."


